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SHELL COVE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
Homework Policy 
 

 
RATIONALE AND SCHOOL CONTEXT 

Shell Cove Public School has ensured that the following things have been taken into consideration when devising 
a homework policy: student need, school community expectations and contemporary research.  

Homework helps to bridge the gap between home and school.  The school encourages positive communication 
with parents about their child’s education and is committed to building a transparent learning community that 
supports young people in their learning.  At the same time, part of the school’s culture is to use evidence-based 
learning and has used this information to develop a homework policy.  

POLICY STATEMENT 
The purpose of homework, like schoolwork, is learning.  Homework is important for students of all ages, as it helps 
them build on what they have already learnt in the classroom and prepares them for the next steps in their 
learning.  However, as specified in the DoE policy guidelines, homework is not compulsory. 

While homework is an important component of the teaching and learning process, Shell Cove Public School 
recognises that it is important for students to have time to play and participate in leisure and physical activities 
outside school hours. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
While there is little conclusive evidence of the learning benefits of homework in primary schools, quality homework 
may help students to develop effective study habits and broaden their understandings and skills across the 
curriculum. 

At Shell Cove Public School, home reading is encouraged from K-6.  It is an essential building block for student 
literacy development and a way of transferring knowledge and skills into different key learning areas. 

Surveys indicated the need of a balance between completing homework and having opportunities to participate 
in outside school activities and, as a result, the following guidelines have been implemented for the management 
of homework from K-6. 

Shell Cove Public School adheres to the following DoE guidelines. 

Homework for Kindergarten to Year 2 
In general, students are not expected to complete formal homework in Kindergarten but are encouraged to 
participate in home reading. 

In Years 1 and 2, students are encouraged to focus on home reading and there is an option for students to complete 
10 minutes of homework per day. 

Homework for Years 3 to 6 
In Years 3 to 6, students are encouraged to participate in home reading each night and there is an option for 
students to complete 10-20 minutes of homework per day.  Teachers have opportunities to set optional tasks 
different from stage classes pertinent to individual class needs.  Examples may include class projects. 

Management of Homework 
Homework expectations will be clearly communicated to parents and carers at the beginning of each year and 
during parent information sessions. Parents are encouraged to be an active participant in the process, and are 
encouraged to speak to their teacher in how best they can assist their child’s academic process. 

Homework is an optional activity.  Given that there is no conclusive research about the benefits of homework, 
teachers will provide the option of homework, but will not enforce students to complete it each week, nor will they 
be required to mark daily practise activities. 

MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REVIEW 
Shell Cove Public School’s Homework Policy is evaluated, planned and developed in consultation with staff and 
parents, whilst being mindful of current research to ensure there is common educational vision. 

The Homework Policy will be monitored regularly and evaluated for its effectiveness at the end of each school 
year.  The policy will be updated and reviewed according to data and survey responses from staff, students and 
parents a part of our 3 year review cycle. 
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